MINUTES of the Council Meeting held on Monday 5t April 2021, at

7.30 pm — conducted remotely.
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Present: Clirs Taylor (Chair), Adams, Bridgeman, Burton, Faraday, Handford, Marshall,
and Swales. CClir Ireton. DClIrs Brockbank. The Clerk Christine Downey. And two
members of the public.

Apologies from members unable to attend.

To Note Apologies for absence given in advance of the meeting.
Clirs Hill, Stannard and Wills. DClir Handley.

To consider acceptance of reasons for absence.

None.

Declaration of interests: -

To Note Declarations of Interest not already declared under members Code of Conduct
or members register of Disclosable Pecuniary Interests.

Clir Adams regarding item 336, accounts for payment, re refund of postage costs for
calendars.

To approve dispensation requests.

None.

To Receive Comment & Concerns: Public Participation — to hear matters raised by
members of the public or Clirs with an interest (that are allowed to speak) either on
agenda items or for future consideration.

(NB: for non-agenda items Members of the Council are not permitted to respond, except
to ask questions for the purposes of clarification).

Shirley Brown to took the opportunity to express deep disappointment with the negative
response from the council to Bev Sims regarding problems with the maintenance of the
gardens in the carpark outside the cemetery. Bev has been keeping it tidy and making it
attractive for nine or ten years, and is now experiencing problems with sheep coming
through the hedges from adjacent land. The car park is the responsibility of NYCC, and
the landowners are responsible for the boundary hedges and fences, but Shirley argued
that advising Bev of that was an inadequate response to an elderly volunteer, and that
he should have received more support from the council. She suggested that this
highlights a bigger issue, which is that there is an impression in Bentham that the council
is very good at saying what it cannot do.

It was reported that both Shirley and Clir Burton have discussed this matter with CClir
Ireton, who is going to look at the car park for himself and see what NYCC own. If it’s
possible to involve NYCC in improving the state of the tarmac David will do so, but he
confirmed that the boundary fences and/or hedges are the responsibility of the
landowners and not NYCC. He will forward information regarding the possibility of
granting a licence to Bentham Town Council to take over responsibility for the car park
to the Clerk for discussion at a future meeting.

Clir Burton agreed to check the fence around the cemetery, as it was reported that the
sheep have been in the cemetery as well as in the garden in the cemetery car park. Any
problems with the fence around the cemetery will be reported to the Open Spaces
committee for action.
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Shirley went on to mention that there is a lot of activity on Facebook from local people
who are keen to plant flowers in the grass verges and she requested that Thomas Brown
is asked to stop spraying weed killer, particularly on the Low Bentham Road. The Open
Spaces committee will review the position because no instructions to spray weedkiller
have been given.

Clir Adams pointed out that the suggestions regarding planting on Facebook are in fact
suggesting that individuals and/or businesses make the High Street more attractive by
putting flower displays outside their own premises. This will be referred to the Open
Spaces committee to see if the council can support this initiative.

To Confirm the Minutes of the previous meeting on 15" March 2021. (Paper 2021/44)
RESOLVED: That the minutes of the meetings of 15th March 2021 are agreed and be
signed.

To receive the minutes of the Open Spaces committee of 8" March 2021. (Paper
2021/45)
Received.

To receive the minutes of the Marketing committee of 15th March 2021. (Paper
2021/46)

Received.

There was a suggestion that the Calendar should adopt a specific theme. The advert
for photographs for the 2022 Calendar has already been sent to the Bentham News.
Therefore, this suggestion will need to be considered in a future year.

To receive the Clerks Report (for information only). (Paper 2021/47)
Received.

To receive the Police Report & allow members to ask questions for information — if any.
Received.

To receive a report from the Public Safety Officer & allow members to ask questions for
information — if any.
No report received.

To receive reports from CClIr & DClIrs (for information only) — if any.

DClIr Brockbank reported that work is beginning on the shared ownership houses on
Duke Street. There will be some disruption but the contractors have been requested to
keep it to a minimum and to be aware of the other residents.

Concern was expressed regarding how long Duke Street will be able to cope with the
heavy vehicles; the head of planning at Craven is going to look at the site because it is
an unadopted road. It was thought that the residents of Duke Street maintain the road
and DClIr Brockbank will pass on that information. She also requested that any problems
are reported to her, and that she will be keeping an eye on the development.

It was reported that work has also begun on Bank Way, with the garages being
demolished.

Planning: -

To consider and comment upon new planning applications: -

2020/22384/FUL Installation of covered seating at Bentham Skate Park, Wenning
Avenue, Bentham LA2 7ND.

RESOLVED: That the council has no comments on this application.
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2021/22461/FUL Proposed single detached domestic family dwelling house and
detached garage, including access, parking and turning area. (Previous outline approval
for development of single detached dwelling ref. 2018/18983/0UT). At land \Off
Springfield, Springfield, High Bentham, Lancaster, LA2 7LA.

RESOLVED: That the council has no comments on this application.

2021/22563/LBC Divide bathroom to provide an en-suite shower room and a family
bathroom. At Bibger Farm, 102 Main Street, High Bentham, Lancaster, LA2 7JB.
RESOLVED: That the council has no comments on this application.

2021/22589/VAR Application to vary condition no 11 (window and doors) of planning
approval referenced 2018/19794/FUL granted 20 December 2018. At Barn (Roadside),
Fourlands House Farm, High Bentham, Lancaster, LA2 7EX.

RESOLVED: That the council has no comments on this application.

2021/22602/HH Replacement of a window with French doors with access ramp at
Mooring Heights, 5 Links Drive, High Bentham, Lancaster, LA2 7Bl.

RESOLVED: That the council has no comments on this application.

2021/22618/HH New off-road parking area including new gateway trough boundary
wall at 1 Elleregill Cottage, Main Street, Low Bentham, Lancaster, LA2 7DT.
RESOLVED: That the council has no comments on this application, provided that the
Highways department are satisfied.

2021/22619/LBC New off-road parking area including new gateway trough boundary
wall at 1 Elleregill Cottage, Main Street, Low Bentham, Lancaster, LA2 7DT.
RESOLVED: That the council has no comments on this application, provided that the
Highways department are satisfied.

To receive correspondence on planning issues and agree a response, if any.

None.

To receive planning decisions — if any (see Clerks Report)

Received.

Highway Matters: -

To consider and agree a way forward and/or a response.

To consider supporting an application to NYCC for a street light outside the entrance to
Low Mills Business Park, Low Bentham.

RESOLVED: To support the request and clerk to make the application on the Parish
Portal.

To receive an update regarding the proposed site meeting to discuss the erosion at
Wenning Bridge.

RESOLVED: Clir Marshall to get back to the clerk with details of his availability.

To consider and note for information only — if any (Councillors can comment on any
minor Highways issues currently causing concern.

None.

Covid 19 related matters: -

To consider issues concerned with re-opening the MUGA at the Philip Harvey Playing
Field and to agree a way forward.

RESOLVED: No further action because the MUGA has been reopened in line with
government guidelines.

To consider and agree actions to be taken in relation to potentially opening the Town
Hall for bookings by the Selfa Children’s Charity to deliver their groups after Easter.
(paper 2021/56)

RESOLVED: To be considered after the meeting on 19" April 2021.

RESOLVED: Clerk to obtain more information regarding the number of participants in
the groups and which room would be required.
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To consider issues concerned with re-opening the Town Hall for bookings generally, and
to agree a way forward.

The aim is to reopen the Town Hall for permitted activities as soon as legally allowed to
do so, and when the council is satisfied that it is safe to do so.

RESOLVED: That no bookings will be accepted until after 19 April 2021.

RESOLVED: To discuss this matter further at a full council meeting on 19*" April 2021.
RESOLVED: Clerk to contact all regular users asap and enquire who would wish to
return, and when.

RESOLVED: Clir Adams to circulate the draft risk assessment document for
consideration and comments before the 19*" April meeting.

RESOLVED: Clerk to invite a representative from Thomas Grahams to the town hall to
advise on a cleaning regime for safely re-opening, including use of a fogging machine.
RESOLVED: Clerk to inform the caretaker and cleaners of the proposal.

To consider any other Covid 19 related matters and agree a way forward.

RESOLVED: Clerk to chase up delivery of the final three planters.

RESOLVED: Clerk to check the hand sanitisers and replace damaged parts.

RESOLVED: Issue regarding watering of the planter to go on agenda for Open Spaces
meeting.

To consider adopting The General Power of Competence. (Paper 2021/48)

RESOLVED: That the council has a qualified clerk, that a minimum of two-thirds of the
vacancies were filled at the last ordinary election, and that the eligibility conditions
for the General Power of Competence are met.

RESOLVED: That from 5% April 2021 until the next relevant Annual Meeting of the
Council, that having met the conditions of eligibility as defined in the Localism Act
2011 and SI1 965 The Parish Councils (General Power of Competence) (Prescribed
Conditions) Order 2012, the General Power of Competence is adopted.

To consider the arrangements for the Annual Parish Meeting and to agree a way
forward.

It was reported that although the Annual Parish Meeting is traditionally held on the last
Wednesday in April (28/04/2021), that it can be held at any time between 1 March and
1%t June in the year, and that seven clear days’ notice are required.

RESOLVED: To hold the Annual Parish Meeting as late as possible in 2021.

RESOLVED: To include as an agenda item for further consideration at full council
meeting of 3" May 2021.

To review the quote and invoice for electric work at the Community Youth Building and
to agree a way forward. (Paper 2021/62)
RESOLVED: To proceed with payment.

Accounts for payment.

Salaries and  mileage | March 2021 2671.50

allowance

Viking Office chair 299.95

Viking Stationery 38.84

YLCA Clerks’ webinar — Policies, Procedures and 15.00
Powers.

YLCA Webinar for Tim Stannard — Accessibility 15.00
Regulations.

YLCA Annual subscription. 755.00

HMRC PAYE & NIC 1583.74
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Kingsdale Projects Small jobs at Town Hall £130, Cemetery grass | 1955.00

£200, Cemetery tree work £550, Lairgill trees

£100, grass cutting other than cemetery

£890, PHPF jobs £85.
Gareth Adams Refund of postage for 2021 Calendars. 45,55
Stepping Stones Precept grant 200.00
Stannah Lift Service 196.42
Myers Bulk Bag premium topsoil for work at PHPF 56.34
Mark Burrows Electrical | Electric work at CYB 888.72
Ltd
Total Power and Gas Gas Town Hall 1531.11
BT TIP telephone 44.28
BT Town Hall telephone 275.76
1&1 lonis Internet 18.00
Swalec Unmetered supply 89.25
Craven DC Trade waste 108.05
Premium Credit Ltd Insurance 330.27
NEST Pension contributions 110.50
S Frankland Joinery Fire Risk Assessment work at CYB and Town | 1104.70

Hall, repair to door at CYB, repair to closer on

ladies toilet door at Town Hall.

RESOLVED: Approved.
RESOLVED: CliIrs Faraday and Marshall to authorise.

To discuss and agree a way forward regarding Bentham Town Council holding monies
for Bentham Moving forward.

RESOLVED: Clir Bridgeman to establish if Bentham Moving Forward are a charity, if
they have a constitution, if they have elected members, what is the purpose for the
monies being held, and how many transactions there are likely to be in a year.

To consider quotes for annual servicing of sliding glass doors at Town Hall and/or one-
off repair. (Papers 2021/79 and 2021/50)

RESOLVED: To accept the quote for a one-off repair on a non-contracted call out basis
and to consider an annual servicing arrangement at a later date, if appropriate.

To consider a quote for the cable for the additional street lights at Duke Street. (Paper
2021/51)

RESOLVED: To accept the quote for the cable for the additional street lights at Duke
Street.

To clarify the position regarding work on the Heritage Trail as a special project and to
agree a way forward. (Papers 2021/60 and 2021/61)

See the Forest of Bowland website for a copy of the leaflet on Bentham that details the
Heritage Trail walks as A, B and C.

RESOLVED: Clerk to report the boggy area to NYCC for attention. Clir Adams will
provide details of the exact location. (Back of Far Sunny Bank, what three words to
follow).

RESOLVED: That the different trails to be signed with A, B and C trail markers, that the
colour codes to be as near to current colours as possible, and long lasting. Open Spaces
to organise.
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Works at Robin Lane, High Bentham: -

To review and agree to sign the Heads of Terms from Aptus Utilities regarding Robin
Lane High Bentham, or agree a way forward. (Paper 2021/52)

RESOLVED: The Heads of Terms from Aptus Utilities were reviewed and are agreed.
To review and agree the Terms of Engagement from David Park at Oglethorpe Sturton &
Gillibrand. (Papers 2021/53 and 2021/54)

RESOLVED: The Terms of Engagement from David Park at Oglethorpe Sturton &
Gillibrand were reviewed and are agreed.

To consider registering the unregistered portions of land owned by Bentham Town
Council with the land registry. (Paper 2021/55)

RESOLVED: To establish if Craven DC would transfer the footprint of the old toilet block
at School Hill back to Bentham Town Council in the fist instance.

RESOLVED: To advise David Park that the council no longer own “Land at Ellergill
(Playing Field)”, that it was sold.

RESOLVED: That after the footprint of the old toilet block on School Hill has been
transferred back to Bentham Town council if that is possible, that ownership of the
following will be registered with the land registry: Burial Ground north east of Butts
Lane, High Bentham; Land to the rear of Bentham Town Hall; Bentham Town Hall;
School Hill High Bentham; and the land adjacent to the cemetery.

RESOLVED: To obtain a quote for the cost of registering ownership of the above from
David Park.

To consider requesting an inspection of the Community Youth Building by North
Yorkshire Fire.
RESOLVED: To proceed with the request for an inspection.

To consider nominating a serving Parish Councillor to serve on the Standards committee
for Craven District Council until the Annual Council meeting in 2023. Nominations to be
submitted by noon on 6™ April 2021. (Paper 2021/57)

RESOLVED: To nominate Clir Swales.

To consider the questions raised by the Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local
Government in LGR 2021 consultation document “Consultation on proposals for locally-
led reorganisation of local government in Cumbria, North Yorkshire and Somerset”, and
agree a response. (Deadline for submissions 19/04/2021). (Papers 2021/58 and
2021/59)

RESOLVED: That the response is to keep everything as local as possible.

To receive items of correspondence for information only: - Letter of thanks re clock
chimes. (Paper 2021/63)
Received.

To receive reports from councillors who represent the council on other bodies (for
information only) —if any

Alms Houses: Cllr Marshall reported that a boiler is being updated in one property, that
there is a new tenant, and that there is full occupancy.

Victoria Institute: Clir Bridgeman reported that there was a VI meeting on 30" March.
Sharon Haslam has resigned as a trustee and Frances has resigned from the
committee. Discussed mechanism to include committee members’ thought and
decisions re agenda items if they can’t make meetings due to technology. Now have an
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effective one. Discussed the need for a Vice Chair and think one is necessary. Staffing —
Proposal for four people working at the Institute to be employed rather than working
on a self-employed basis. This was carried. Changed title of Administrator to Manager.
Approved a spending limit of £50 for staff training without having to seek committee
approval. Treasurer’s report — all going well. Payroll provider will now be funded.

CLC report — continuing in their new normal of making welfare call and shopping for
people. Aim to have the first gathering of the new normal 17" May if the government’s
road map doesn’t change. Conservatory — structural engineer’s report awaited.

Lobby and stairway painted. Gas meter upgraded so now much easier to read.

Quote considered to block in under the stairs. Will be revisited when the conservatory
is finished. Next agenda will include a reserves policy. Lynne Lawson is joining the
committee. Next meeting 27% April.

Items for the next meeting and minor items for information only.
AGENDA ITEMS: -

e To consider obtaining a license from NYCC to be responsible for the car park at
the cemetery.

e To consider arrangements for the Annual Parish Meeting at May full council
meeting.

e To discuss and agree a way forward regarding Bentham Town Council holding
monies for Bentham Moving forward, when more information is available.

e That the different trails to be signed with A, B and C trail markers, that the colour
codes to be as near to current colours as possible, and long lasting. Open Spaces
to organise.

e Open Spaces to review condition of cemetery fence.

e Open Spaces to review the position re weed spraying on verges.

e Open Spaces to consider how to encourage more planting outside premises on
the High Street, in order to make it more attractive and encourage people to
shop local.

e Open Spaces to consider arrangements for watering the planters at School Hill.

MINOR POINTS FOR INFORMATION ONLY: -

e Bluejeans will not be available after 28" April. Cllr Adams will liaise with the clerk
regarding an alternative platform and account.

e The Parish Liaison Planning Development session on 24" March was very
informative. There will be more planning development sessions so please keep
a list of questions to be submitted in advance.

o Please also keep a list of any other matters to be discussed at the parish meeting.

Date of next meeting. 19" April 2021.

There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.44 pm.



CLERK’S REPORT TO BENTHAM TOWN COUNCIL, 30 March 2021

1. Planning Decisions Received Since 24" February 2021 (Date of last clerk’s report).
1.1. GRANTED

1.1.1. 2020/22331/VAR. Application for variation of condition no 6 (External Materials) on
planning consent referenced 2019/21267/VAR granted 19 March 2020. At Former High
Bentham CP School, Main Street, High Bentham, Lancaster.

1.1.2. 2021/22391/FUL. Retention of existing general purpose agricultural building
(retrospective) and construction of an agricultural building for sheep and fodder
storage. At Burton Meadow Barn, Burton Road, Low Bentham, Lancaster, LA2 7ET.

1.2. REFUSED —2020/22053/HH. Retrospective application for retention of rear porch including
amendment to roof (resubmission of application referenced 2019/21006/HH refused 22
January 2020). At 2 Ashfield Cottages, Main Street, High Bentham, Lancaster, LA2 7HZ.

1.3. WITHDRAWN - none

1.4. Appeal Decision: Decision date 15/02/2021. Appeal ref APP/C2708/D/20/3262410.
Blossom Barn, Birkwith lane, Low Bentham, Lancaster LA2 7DF: The appeal is dismissed
insofar as it relates to the first-floor bedroom extension. The appeal is allowed insofar as it
relates to the single storey side extension to the house and swimming pool extension to
rear of garage and planning permission is granted for the single storey side extension to
house and swimming pool extension to rear of garage at Blossom Barn, Birkwith Lane, Low
Bentham, Lancaster LA2 7DF in accordance with the terms of the application, ref
2020/21749/HH, dated 17 June2020, and the plans submitted with it, so far as relevant to
that part of the development hereby permitted and subject to the following conditions:

1) The development hereby permitted shall begin not later than 3 years from the date
of this decision.

2) The materials to be used in the construction of the external surfaces of the
development hereby permitted shall match those used in the existing building.

2. Highway’s information

2.1. Good afternoon. We have been informed by the contractor on site at Robin Lane that due
to issues with additional works required on the foul sewer system, the road will need to
remain closed until Tuesday. They are hoping that after Tuesday any further works can be
done with the road open and the use of traffic lights instead. Regards. David Cairns, Area 5.
Circulated 22/03.

2.2. Unfortunately, work has overrun on Robin Lane, this is due to the poor condition of the
existing drain which we are connecting into and Yorkshire Water are installing the water
main to site at the same time which has avoided another period of disruption. After
consulting with Streetworks and highways it has been agreed to extend the road closure for
a further week up to 26th March. Regards. Stephen Hall. Circulated 22/03.

3. Items circulated by email

3.1. Police Report 26/02

3.2. Friends of Bentham Library AGM 10am Thursday 8" April. Circulated 29/03.

3.3. Airedale NHS Foundation Trust - opportunity for someone in the Settle & Mid-Craven area
to become a Governor of the Trust. 08/03.

3.4. Email from Citizens Advice re possible sessions in Town Hall at a later date. 08/03.

3.5. Email from WPS Insurance re CouncilGuard Insurance Scheme. 08/03.

3.6. Email giving defibrillator order time as 2 — 4 weeks. 09/03.

3.7. Thanks for the photograph of bulbs at PHPF from Catherine Mercer of The Bee Together
project. 10/03.

3.8. Skipton and Ripon Area Constituency Committee meeting 11/03/2021 at 10am. Circulated
08/03.



3.9. Community First Yorkshire - Weekly updates
3.10. Craven District Council
3.10.1.Caravan/Mobile Home Site Licence Conditions Consultation. Closing date 219/03/2021
noon. Circulated 15/03.
3.10.2.Enterprising Craven Business News 15/03.
3.10.3.Local Government Reform Consultation now live. 15/03.
3.10.4.Craven Community News 25/03.
3.10.5.Parish Liaison - Planning Development Session. Presentation circulated 25/03.
3.11. NALC
3.11.1.Chief Executives Bulletin 01/03. 08/03. 15/03. 22/03. 29/03.
3.11.2.Star council awards 2021. 01/03
3.11.3.Coronavirus update01/03.
3.11.4.0nline events — regular updates.
3.12. North Yorkshire Community Messaging — North Yorkshire Police
3.12.1.Weekly updates
3.12.2.Survey launched to gather views on dog theft in North Yorkshire and City of York.

25/02
3.13. Rural Services Network
3.13.1.Weekly updates 02/03. 09/03.
3.14. YLCA

3.14.1.White Rose updates. 08/03. 22/03.

3.14.2.Training bulletin 01/03. 26/03.

3.14.3.Training programme March and April 2021. 08/03.

3.14.4.VARIOUS FINANCE RELATED TRAINING COURSES BY THE PARKINSON PARTNERSHIP
(STEVE PARKINSON). 08/03.

3.14.5.YLCA Remote Conference - 21 & 22 April 2021. Circulated 08/03.

3.14.6.Webinar: Managing council employees: Getting the recruitment process right’ —
Thursday, 18 March 2021 10.00am to 11.00am. Circulated 09/03.

3.14.7.COUNCILLORS DISCUSSION FORUM SESSION THURSDAY, 11 MARCH 2021 — 6.45PM —
7.45PM Free of Charge. Circulated 08/03.

3.14.8.Are you getting the most out of the technology available to Local Councils? — Cloudy IT
Monday, 15 March 2021 10.00am to 11.00am. Circulated 10/03.

3.14.9.New Code of Conduct details. 22/03.

3.14.10. COUNCILLORS DISCUSSION FORUM SESSION THURSDAY, 25 MARCH 2021 - 6.45PM
— 7.45PM Free of Charge. Circulated 22/03.

3.14.11. The future of remote meetings and annual meeting in May 2021. Circulated 30/03.

POLICE REPORT
Please find your monthly police report for Bentham Town Council meeting 05.04.21
We have had 34 incidents reported between 26.02.21 & 01.04.21

Officers are conducting regular Covid19 patrols in the area & dealing with Breaches

Reports include — General Admin from other Police force & Border force enquiries, Problem Alarms
sounding, Abandon call, Admin contact — lost dog found safe & well

2 incidents relating to Young person’s homes & school - joint partnership working with home &
Police

6 incidents - Covid19 — Holiday lets, travel & gatherings

26.02.21 - Road Related Offence — manner — Robin Lane
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26.02.21 — ASB Nuisance Youths — throwing eggs — Duke Street

27.02.21 — Criminal damage to Football Posts - Wenning Avenue

01.03.21 — Concern for welfare/ safety — in order

03.03.21 - ASB Environmental/ Youths — Woods Fowgill

05.03.21 — ASB Personal/neighbour

10.03.21 — Missing person — found safe & well

11.03.20 — Concern for safety/welfare — area searched no gain

16.03.21 — RTC —single vehicle — Pyebusk to Nutgill Lane

16.03.21 — Concern for safety /welfare - checked in order

16.03.21 - - Suspect male — Station Road

19.03.21 - Crime violence

25.03.21 — Highway disruption — obstruction — left prior to police arrival
26.03.21 — Suspect Circumstances — Wenning Avenue

27.03.21 — Crime theft from vehicle — Cleveland Square — Catalytic convertor
29.03.21 — Road Related offence — speeding vehicle — Main Street

01.04.21 — ASB personal

01.04.21 — Covid19 — Breach — second home — returned back to home address

Please report & suspect incidents at the time on 101 or 999 if urgent.

Working to keep North Yorkshire a safe place to live, visit & work please visit
www.northyorkshire.police.uk

Useful site re Crime and policing in England which allows you to search re incident recorded in your
area www.police.uk

You can also report safety issues under speed concerns on - www.roadwise.co.uk.
If anyone would like to sign up to Craven Community messaging then please visit -
www.northyorkshirecommunitymessaging.org

Contact Information:

1 Ring 999 in an emergency or to report a crime in progress

2 Ring 101 to report incidents or provide information

3 Ring Crime Stoppers on 0800 555 111 to remain anonymous

4 E-mail SNACraven@northyorkshire.pnn.police.uk

Kind Regards
Jayne

PCSO Jayne Grace

Collar number 5561

Dedicated Safer Neighbourhood PCSO
Settle Ingleton & Bentham area

North Yorkshire Police

101
Jayne.Grace@northyorkshire.pnn.police.uk



