
Bentharn Town Council

fug,6.s11gsment made hy.: ...]

Date sf announcement:2grh September Z0?2.

Notice of conclusion of audit
Annual Governance & Accountabirity Return for the year ended ir

March ZOZI

se$ions 20 (2} and 25 of t'he Loeal Audft and Accountahilitl/ Act 1014
Accounts and Audit ReBurations 2015 (5r 2015/ 234,

1" The audit sf accounts for Bentham Town councir for. the year
ended 3L Mareh ao2a has [sg6 compreted and the sccounts
have been published.

2' The Annuar Governance & Accountahirity Return is avairabre forinspection by *ny, rocal government eleetor of the area of,Bentham Tourn iounsil on application to:

a' christine Douiney, Town crerk, Bentham Town Har,
Station Road, HiSh Bentham, LAZ 7LH.

h" Monday to Thursday garn to 4pm, hy ap,pointment,
releptrrone 01S,I42 625S7.

3' copier wifr be provided to any person on payment of 60p foreach copy of the Annuar Governan.. a oJ*unrrbirity Return.

.%.,..rowncterk



$ection 1 * Annual Governance $tatemen t ZfiZltZz

!1& aclrnowledge as the rnembers of:

our responsibility fot'ensuring that there is a sound system of internal control, including arrangements for
the preFaration, of the Accounting Statements. We confirm, to the best of our knowledg=e and belief, with
respect to the Accounting statements for the year ended 31 March 2azz, that:

$igned by the Ohairmah and Cler"k of the rneelmg,where
appmval was given:

l. We have put in place.anangu*ents toi *f".tire l**ili
ftail.figorns.nt during ihe year, and lor flre preparaticn of
the fl $cqunting qtstem gnts,

prepared rts accaunting statefirents in ac:cardanco
with the Accounts and Audit Regutatians.

2, We majntained €n adequate systern of internal control
including measures designed to prevent and detecl fraud
and corrtJplion and reviewed its efiectiveness.

made proper arangement$ and aceepled respansibitity
{ar safEguading the public morcy and reoource* ln
if$ 6hargs.

3; We took all reasonable steps to assure ourselves
that there are no matters of actual or potential
no+compliance wrth laws, regulations and proper
Fracticss that could have a signilicant financial effeci
on the ability of this authority to conducl its
business or manage its fnances.

has ody dons what ,t he$ t le ,ryaf pwter to do sfid has
complied with Praper Fractc€s rn do,ng $o,

4. W6 provided proper oppodunity during the year for
lhe exercise of electors, rights in accoidanie with the
requirements of the Accounts and Audit Regulations.

during the year gave all Ber$ons interested lhe oppotlunity lo
inspecl and ask guestions abaut this authority,s accounts^

S,Wecaniedoutanaffi
::j|":tv,ll9 toak appropriare steps to rn r,ag*ihous
ritks, inehrdihg the iirirodu*isn.Efjnter.al oonirofs unuio,
c*t€in6l in8urafioe &ivsr wherB required.

considered and dacumented the financia! and other isks it
faces and dealt with them piropedy.

6. W€ maintained throughout the year;n-Aqd;;rd
effective system of inlernal audit of tne acJounting 

-

records and control systBms_ :

arrafig6d far a compf.tenl person, independent af lhe financial
controls and praeedureB, to give an objective view on whether
internal cdntrols fieet the needs af this smalter authorv

7. We took appropriate action on all matters rajsed
in reports from internal and exlernal audit

8, We consldered wttetherffi
IITIiT:X,:: :l-"nrs_or 

transacrions, occurrins eitrer
duriRg rdr sfler theyear-er{d, rla";-; ;;;;;ill,ieili"^
this authority and. where appropriate, trave indriJeJ item
ln the accounting statements.

disctosed everything it should have alorf rfs trrsrnGffiy
during th.e yea.r including events taking place affer the year

9. (For.locat councits ontyl rru"r t*G in"rGil-
cheritable. ln our capaciry as the sole manag"ing
ttustee ure_discharged our accountabilily
responslbilities for the fund (s)/assets, including
fi nancial reporting and, if requi red, inOependen't
gxamination or eudit.

has met_all.af its responsibi/ii,es where, as a body
aotporate, if is a,sole managing trustea of a lacai

*Fleaeeprovideexplanationstotheextemalauditoronaseparateun**tto,

authority will aditr6!'8 the vreaknesse$ identifi6d' *ese sheete must be published with the Annual Governanca staternent.

Thi$,Annual Govo-rnanee Stalernent w6s epproved. at a
Lggtilg of-tre a.uthority on:

and recorded as minute reference: Chairrrran

Annu.al Govemance andAccoun
Loca I cou nci rs, r nre m a r o ra i ta g; B Jiid; ;;li oit"-i'sfi , r i* I i Jtnoriti es*
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'Yes mer}rs that this aLrthority;



$eetisn 2 - Accounting $tatemen$ 2Lfi82 for

Total balanaes,and resenre^s al fhe beginntng o.f ffe year
as reeprded in the flnanciai'reeards. Valus mu$t agtseta
Box 7 of previous War.

Ioia/ affor,Jnf of precepl {of hr /DBs rafes end /eyiesJ
,received Dr r.eeeiyablo in thb year. Exclude anygranfs
r*ceiyed.

3. (+) Total other receipts Total incsma oJrereipfs a$ recorded in f/re css/rboo*/ess
the prpcept or rafee,4eyies received (tlne 2). lnclude any
granls reoeived.

4, {.} Staff costs Total expenditurs or payments made to and an behalf
of all employees. /nclude groos sa/an'es and wages,
employers Nl cantributions, employers pension
contibutions, gratuities and severance payments.

Total expenditure or payments af capital and lnferest
made during lhe year an the authority's borrawings (it any).

S. {-) All othet Baymsnts Tatal expenditure ar payments as recarded in f,e eash-
hooft /ess slaffcosfs (ine 4) and toan interest/capital

equal. (1 +2+3) - f4+5+6J,

8, Total value of cash and
short term investmenis W

',ffi

The surn of all ,cutrant and, deposff bank a6o0unrs, casf,
*oldjags and s/rad tenn rhvestrnenfs hetd as at Jl March -
Io agree with bank reconcitiation.

9. Total fixsd acxets pluu
long tErfirrinwstment
and assets

The va[ue a:f ail ihl prwerty th.c.ailkor&;&;:,itErade
up af all iti fixed assefc and/gng fer1l jnyesfrnsflfs qs et
31 March.

1O" Total bnrrowilrgs Ihe oufsfandlng capital balance as at 3l March af alt toiii
from third parlies (including PWLB).

:1.{. (For Loaal Councils Only)
Oisrlosure r,mte r+ Trust funds
(including erraritabte)

The Council, as a bady corporafe, acfsas so/e /rusfee for
and ls responsib le far managing lrusf funds or assets.

N,8. fhs figures in the aoaountir,rg sfflfernenfs 66oy€ do
not inctude any Trust transactions.

f CIBrtiry lhet hr the y.ear endod 3 1 March 2022 the Accou ntin g
$t*tom*nts jn this AnnuAl Bsvemancs anO Rceountability
Rsturn huve boen Brqparcd On,eithera receipts and paymant$
or incomeand expenditura basie following the guidance in
GsvemfiRss End Acpounlabitity for $ma[ir*utEoiities _ a
Fractition$rs' GUideto pr:oper 

-practicee 
and present fairly

the financial pmition of this authority.

I confirn that these Accounting Statements were

as recorded in minute reference:

Signed by Chairman of the meeting where the Accounting
Statements were approved

Annual Governa.nce anU nccountin "

Local councls, r nternar ora inag Jd;iicid -ui&]t,Ei'ffi 
a r iei niltno rities-
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Signed by Responrsible Financral Officer before being

Plettse raund all figures to nearest t.1 . Do nat leave ilny
bo:<es blank and repaft t0 ar Nil balairces. Alt {iglures rnust
agree fil underlytttg ftrtancial record-s.
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Section 3 - External Auditor Report and Gertificate 2021122

In respect or #j illft€-=;$ ' f11;;;ffiii=;+" ?: r

1 Respective responsibilities of the body and the auditor
Our responsibility as 

"rditorr 
to complete a limited assurance review is set out by the National Audit Office (NAO). A

limited assurance review is not a fuli statutory audit, it does not constitute an audit carried out in accordance with

lnternational standards on nroiting (UK & lrelind) and hence it does not provide the same level of assurance that

such an audit would. The UK Government has deiermined that a lower level of assurance than that provided by a full

statutory audit is appropriate for those local public bodies with the lowest levels of spending.

Under a limited assurance review, the auditor is responsible for reviewing Sections 1 and2 of the Annual Governance

and Accountability Return in accordance with NAO Auditor Guidance Note 02 (AGN 02) as issued by the NAO on

behalf of the Comptroller and Auditor General. AGN 02 is available from the NAO website -
https://www.nao.oig.uUcode-audit-practice/guidance-and-information-for-auditors/ .

This authority is responsible for ensuring that its financial management is adequate and effective and that it has a

sound system of internal control. The arithority prepares an Annual Governance and Accountability Return in

accordance with Proper Practices which:

. summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2022; and

. confirms and provides asslrance on those matters that are relevant to our duties and responsibilities as external

auditors.

2 External auditor 2021122

matters not affecting our opinion which we draw to the attention of the authority:

n the completion of the Annual lnternal Audit Report, and their detailed reports, the internal auditor has drawn attention to

in relation to matter 8.2, where the lnternal Auditor recommends for the smaller authority to updating document on the

The smaller authority must ensure that action is taken to address these areas of weakness in a timely manner

3 External auditor certificate 2021122
We certify that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability
Return, and discharged our responsibilities under the Local Audit and Accountability Act2014, for the year ended 31

March2022. "

External Auditor Signature

tano2ottnenrrrrtlatGovernanceandAccoUntabilityRetum(AGAR),
;i;piil;ih;iillonn:itro" i"3"d"iio"'-i ino z-ot tli-fo-lnli:;19^.1199L99^Ytlf^,?q?.lPi-'[:: g . 

no other matters have come to our

gili;g ;aus6iii;toncerlnii retevini legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met.

e smaller authority has disclosed that it made proper provision during the year 2ozu22 for the exercise of public rights, by answering 'Yes'

Section 1, Assertion 4. However, as was reported last year, we are aware that it failed to do this and therefore should have answered 'No'to

assertion. lt has also disclosed that it took appropriate action on all matters raised in reports from internal and external audit, by an

to Section 1, Assertion 7, which, on the basis ofthe above, is not correct.
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External Auditor Name


