BENTHAM TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of the Council Meeting held on Monday 8 May 2006, at 7.30 pm in the Town Hall

Present Cllrs Adams, Barnes, Barrington, Burton, Faichney, Heigh, Hurtley, Rushton, Stannard & Wills, CCIIr Ireton &
DClIIr Camacho. Also, the Clerk Mrs Burton, 5 parishioners and reporters from the Craven Herald & Lancaster
Guardian.

1. Declarations of Acceptance

These were signed in front of the Clerk and witnessed by her, with the exception of ClIr Marshall who had signed his earlier in
the day in the Clerk’s presence

2. Apologies  ClIr Marshall
3. Declarations of Interest

ClIr Heigh declared an interest in planning items 8.1.2 and 8.3.2 and ClIr Adams declared an interest in the
Information item 16.4, Review of Nuclear Power Station Authorisations. These were noted in the book.

4. Confirmation of minutes

The minutes of the meeting on 3 April 2006 were proposed by Cllr Adams, seconded by ClIr Heigh and agreed.
At this point the Chairman, Clir Hurtley, stood down.

5. Appointment of Mayor and Deputy Mayor

The Clerk asked the meeting for proposals for the position of Chairman / Mayor following the election, and in the
absence of a Vice Chairman to takeover the position.

Cllr Heigh proposed that Clir Hurtley continue in the role of Mayor, to provide continuity in the new Council. This
was seconded by Clir Wills and, in the absence of other proposals, agreed. Cllr Hurtley accepted the position and
said he would be pleased to carry on. He than asked for proposals for the position of Deputy Mayor / Vice
Chairman.

Cllr Barnes proposed that Cllr Adams should be Deputy Mayor, this was seconded by Cllr Stannard. Clir Hurtley
proposed Clir Wills and this was seconded by Cllr Heigh. The Council was then asked to vote on the two
candidates with a show of hands. The result of 4:3 in favour of Clir Wills who was duly elected to the post
RESOLVED: That Clir Hurtley take the position of Mayor, and Clir Wills that of Deputy Mayor

6. Appointment of Committees & Council Representatives

6.1. Committees Planning, Street Lighting, Market, Cemetery, TH Maintenance & Improvements
Committees:
It was agreed that Planning, Street Lighting and the Cemetery did not warrant separate committees and could
continue to be covered in normal Council meetings.
RESOLVED: That Planning, Lighting and the Cemetery be covered in full Council meetings
Town Hall Maintenance & Improvements Committee had been the full Council for the refurbishment project.
As this is now complete it was agreed that this committee should be smaller, and consist of Cllrs Adams,
Barnes, Marshall and Wills
RESOLVED: That the Town Hall M&I committee should be made up of Cllrs Adams, Barnes,
Marshall & Wills.
The Market Committee should continue as previously, with Clirs Faichney, Marshall & Hurtley, but Clir
Heigh suggested that she should be replaced by Clir Burton.
RESOLVED: That the Market committee should be made up of Cllrs Burton, Faichney, Hurtley &
Marshall

6.2. Sub-Committees -

It was agreed that the development of the website, benthamtowncouncil.co.uk, should be run through a sub
committee. This is to consist of Clirs Barrington, Marshall, Rushton & Stannard.

RESOLVED: That the website development should be run by a sub-committee of Clirs Barrington,
Marshall, Rushton & Stannard

6.3. Council Representatives shown below

Joint Footpaths Cllr Stannard
Playing Field Association Cllr Heigh
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Community Association ClIr Barrington
Goodenber Road Play Area  Cllr Adams

Railways Clir Wills

Police Clir Marshall respectively
Aid In Sickness Cllr Adams

Bentham Dev Trust &
Community Transport Cllr Burton
Looking Well Cllr Barnes

RESOLVED: That the above listed Clirs be representatives on each organisation

Responsible Financial Officer - also bank, bank mandate and auditors
Cllr Hurtley proposed that the Clerk continues as RFO and that Yorkshire Audit be reappointed as the internal
auditors. Also that HSBC remain as the Council’s bank. This was seconded by ClIr Adams and agreed.

RESOLVED: That the clerk continue as RFO and Yorkshire Audit be reappointed as internal
auditors

RESOLVED: That HSBC remain as the Council’s bank, with account signatories to be Cllrs Hurtley,
Adams, Marshall, Wills & the Clerk.

Police Report

PC Hayes reported that there had only been one serious burglary with a car being taken after keys were stolen from
the house. There had been 36 reported incidents in the last month, with 24 being of antisocial behaviour.

The Town Hall function had passed without incident. Cllr Barnes thanked the police for their support at this event.
CllIr Heigh asked about parking in Goodenber Road, where residents have been using bins to prevent access and
leaving notes on cars. PC Hayes explained that no one has the right to park outside their own house on the
highway, and agreed to look into the allegations. Cllr Wills thanked the police for their response following the theft
from his house.

Planning

8.1.

8.2.

8.3.

Applications

8.1.1. 08/2006/6263 Two Dwellings at Dellview, Low Bentham Road, High Bentham
Cllr Barnes raised the issue of access to this site, pointing out that the sight lines at the point where the
proposed access road meets the B6480 are poor.
RESOLVED: That this application be refused on the grounds of poor access

8.1.2.  08/2006/6292 Extension of existing dwelling at ground floor level. Raising roof and creation of living space
in resulting attic at 23 Pye Busk, High Bentham
Cllr Heigh declared an interest.

RESOLVED: That this application be recommended for approval
8.1.3.  08/2006/6294 Two storey rear extension at 8 Hillside Road, Low Bentham
RESOLVED: That this application be recommended for approval

8.1.4.  08/2006/6324 Single Dwelling (Reserved matters for application 08/2004/4056) at land adjacent to 2
Cheapside, Doctors Hill, Burton Road, Low Bentham.
RESOLVED: That this application be recommended for approval

8.1.5. 15/2006/6247 Siting of 4 Holiday Chalets at land west of Greeta House, Burton In Lonsdale
Cllr Adams pointed out that the road is not ideal for increased traffic, with a recent application in the
same area being turned down for reasons of traffic and access.
RESOLVED: That this application be refused on the grounds of poor access.

8.1.6.  08/2006/6344 Alteration & extension of existing dwelling to provide bathroom & lift for disabled use at
Chesham, Mount Pleasant, High Bentham

RESOLVED: That this application be recommended for approval
Decisions
8.2.1.  08/2006/6134 Demolition of prefab redundant farm buildings, extension of dwelling, conversion of stone

barns into 3 dwellings and erection of new garages, renewal of planning application 08/2000/812 at Todhill Farm,
Bentham — GRANTED

8.2.2. 08/2006/6141 New Dwelling at Lairgill House, Mount Pleasant, Bentham — GRANTED

8.2.3.  08/2006/6142 Erection of Garage at 2 Springfield Crescent, High Bentham — GRANTED

8.2.4.  08/2006/6188 Two dwellings (amendments to scheme permitted by application 08/2005/5167) at land
adjacent to Bridge House, Main Street, Low Bentham — GRANTED

8.2.5. 08/2006/6191 Conservatory Extension at Treetops, 4 East View, Burton Road, Low Bentham - GRANTED

Correspondence
8.3.1.  08/2005/5537 Change of use of land to private gypsy site at Clay Barn, Pottery Field, Waterside Potteries,
Burton in Lonsdale — planning committee meeting 8 May — POSTPONED until 5 June
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Cllr Hurtley announced that he would attend the planning committee meeting in June as it had been
recommended for approval for a limited period of 3 years. Cllrs Adams & Wills also agreed to attend.
Two residents of Waterside Potteries spoke briefly against the development and agreed to supply their
up to date arguments to the Council before the meeting.
RESOLVED: That the Council will attend the meeting to speak against the proposed
development

8.3.2.  08/2005/5681 Extension to Car Park (retrospective) at Bentham Auction Mart — planning committee
meeting 8 May
Cllr Heigh declared an interest. The development had been recommended for approval, but the result of
the meeting was unknown.

Highway Matters

9.1. Wesley Close Flooding
CllIr Heigh asked if any provision for flooding at Wesley Close has been made. Clir Adams said that this was a
condition of the planning, but that the current ditch was designed to slow down the flow of water away from
the area — which was causing problems. It was agreed that a copy of the report should be requested from Sian
Watson so that the situation can be monitored.
RESOLVED: That a copy of the drainage report for the development be requested.

9.2. Low Bentham 20mph response
Following Mr Robinson’s request, a response had been received stating that NYCC would not have money to
spend on a traffic calming scheme for at least 2 years. Cllr Stannard pointed out that enforcement of the current
limit would improve the situation. Clir Hurtley said that the registration numbers of persistent offenders could
be provided to the police.

9.3. Application to add footpath to Definitive Map
CllIr Wills explained that he had walked the unofficial short cut with the land owners, and part of it is across
railway land. The Rights of Way Department have warned that the current backlog means that it will take 12-
18 months before the application is considered. ClIr Wills said that part of the path is well worn and safety is
an issue. He added that criminal damage had been done to both fences and trees. Clir Burton asked who was
liable if a trespasser fell into the river. Cllr Wills proposed that Council should contact the RoW officer and
request to be kept up to date, particularly with regard to Network Rail’s response, before taking a stance. This
was seconded by Cllr Adams and agreed.
RESOLVED: That the Rights of Way Office be asked to keep the Council up to date with progress,
particularly regarding access over Network Rail land

9.4. Main Street Bollards
NYCC have agreed to put bollards close to Barwise Bakery to keep vehicles off the pavement.

9.5. NYCC Response to April requests
Most of the work is now complete, with the rest timetabled for completion shortly

9.6. New reports
CllIr Wills reported some large potholes on Dumb Toms Lane between Nookdales and Over Raigill. Clir
Barnes also reported the same on Mewith Lane
RESOLVED: That NYCC be asked to repair these as soon as possible.

Town Hall Matters

10.1. Under stage cleaning
The quote from Mopps is for 6 hours. Cllr Stannard proposed that this be accepted as other companies asked
have failed to quote and the job needs completing. ClIr Heigh seconded this and all agreed.
RESOLVED: That Mopps be asked to clean under the stage

10.2. Flags
The Union Jack is in need of replacement, and the Council needs a flag of St George. The Clerk had procured
several quotes and was asked to proceed to purchase. Clir Wills said that the flag pole would need replacing
shortly.
RESOLVED: That the Clerk should purchase replacement flags

10.3.29 April, and other dos
Cllr Barnes explained his involvement in the function at the Town Hall on April 29, and agreed to provide
written ‘rules’ for future events. Cllrs Barrington and Hurtley agreed to represent the Council at the event on 3
June.
RESOLVED: That ClIr Barnes will provide written ‘rules’ to aid Clirs at large functions.
RESOLVED: That ClIrs Barrington and Hurtley will attend the function on 3 June.

10.4. Committee meeting date
RESOLVED: That the next meeting be Tuesday 16 May at 7.30pm in the Wenningdale Room.
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13.

Market

11.1. Approval of minutes
The minutes of the meeting on 11 April were proposed by ClIr Heigh and seconded by Clir Burton and agreed.
RESOLVED: That the Clerk contact Mr Park at Oglethorpes and Mr Leng of Settle Town Council
before any response is made to Craven DC regarding the Cleveland Square lease.
RESOLVED: That the Clerk take over officially as Market Attendant
RESOLVED: That the cost of using the Post Office to deliver leaflets be ascertained to widen the area
covered
RESOLVED: That Cllr Marshall float the idea with Turners
RESOLVED: That posters and fliers promoting all the markets be produced and sent to all caravan
sites etc in the area.
RESOLVED: That the Clerk & Clir Marshall look into the costs and feasibility of an Events
Calendar
RESOLVED: That temporary graphics for A Boards are produced whilst more permanent ones are
sourced.
RESOLVED: That a car boot be held in aid of Low Bentham Playing Fields this summer

11.2. Cleveland Square Lease
The clerk explained that following a meeting with Mr Park a reply to the draft Heads of Terms document had
been sent to Craven District Council.

Accounts for payment

The accounts were proposed by CllIr Stannard and seconded by Clir Adams

Mopps 508.50 Andrews 95.19
E On Energy 42.83 Powergen 815.57
PPE Ltd 445.24 Craven DC 184.00
Off-Tech 150.40 Viking Direct 113.90
HCS Ltd 20.82 Carl Taylor 495.44
Toobys 6.95 Falon Nameplates 69.38
Grasscare 443.56 C Louth 74.88
Anchor Fire 104.00 R Green 430.46
B & CE Armstrong 86.74 J Burton 645.43
Correspondence

13.1. Standards Committee — election of parish representatives
Clirs Noon and Graham were elected

13.2. Bygone Bentham Plaques
Mr Johnson had completed his annual inspection of the plaques and identified the maintenance work required.
Council agreed that these need to be kept looking good. ClIr Stannard proposed that Council agree to all the
work suggested. This was seconded by Cllr Adams and agreed. The Clerk asked that the Council be invoiced
direct so that the VAT can be reclaimed.
RESOLVED: That the maintenance work identified go ahead.

13.3. Local Council Advisory Service
Zurich Municipal had offered their Health and Safety Service. The discussion that followed covered the
expertise of various CllIrs in this field and it was decided not to subscribe at this time
RESOLVED: That subscription is not necessary at this time.

13.4. Equality Practices - received

13.5. Age Concern AGM
RESOLVED: That Clirs Hurtley & Barrington will attend

13.6. Millers Court maintenance
RSR Ltd had written requesting permission to put security fencing in Cleveland Square during their
maintenance works. ClIr Heigh asked what effect this might have on the market, as some weeks the Square is
quite full. It was agreed that further information was required as to dates and areas affected, as the market must
not be impeded.
RESOLVED: That a letter be sent requesting further information.

13.7. Rural Community Halls Conference - received

13.8. Craven Branch Meeting 18/5/06 - received

13.9. YLCA Training New Councillors 5/7/06 - received

13.10. YLCA Training Conference September 2006 — received



14. CClIr & DClIrs Reports

DClIrs Camacho & Hurtley had both attended a discussion at Craven regarding the proposed car park on Station
Road. They were pleased to announce that the project had passed this stage, and would now be the subject of a full
feasibility study.

15. Reports from other bodies - none
16. Items For Information

16.1. Inforegio News February 2006.

16.2. Crime & Disorder Community Report 2005/6

16.3. Craven Plastic Recycling Press Release

16.4. Review of nuclear power station authorisations

16.5. LASRUG newsletter, April 2006

16.6. Whats On —Victoria Centre Settle

16.7. Rural Community Halls Newsletter

16.8. Minutes of YLCA Joint Executive Committee, 22 April
16.9. Craven Branch minutes, 19 January

16.10. White Rose Update, April 2006
16.11. The Playing Field, Spring 2006-05-08 YLCA Advice Note — Clean Neighbourhoods
16.12. Local Authority Byelaws — A discussion paper

17. AOB - minor items only

ClIr Barrington raised the issue of the Town Hall step as someone had fallen when coming to vote. The Clerk said
this had already been put on the TH Maintenance agenda, but any ideas would be gratefully received.

Cllr Wills reminded the meeting about the launch of the Community Rail Partnership, which will be happening on
20 May, including a visit to Bentham.

Clir Burton noted that Naylor Myers 6-wheel uplift truck had been parked on the pavement outside Midds Butty
Bar whilst collecting food. Council agreed that this should be monitored, as the pavement is not for parking on.
Cllr Adams said that the Bonfire AGM is on 17 May, and any suggestions for improvements should be given to
him before that date

ClIr Stannard asked why the Low Bentham Playing Field had not featured on the agenda. The Clerk explained that
with all the extra work necessary due to the new Council it had been removed from this agenda and put on June’s.
The Chairman added that he felt a sub-committee would probably be the best way to progress, but that this should
be discussed at the next meeting.

There being no further business, the meeting was closed at 9.32pm



