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BENTHAM TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of the Council Meeting held on Monday 2 April 2007, at 7.30 pm in the Town Hall

Present Clirs Hurtley (Chairman) Adams, Barrington, Burton, Heigh, Marshall, Rushton, Stannard & Wills. Also, the Clerk
Mrs Burton, 2 parishioners and a reporter from the Lancaster Guardian.

Prior to the meeting Council was addressed by Erica Cadbury and Hillary Atchison from Craven Citizens Advice Bureau. Ms Cadbury
explained that CAB felt that talking to Councils was worthwhile as, being locals, Councillors may know of people who could benefit
from CAB services, or who would make suitable volunteers. Although the service and training is run from Skipton, volunteers are
reimbursed for their travelling expenses. CAB provides a confidential service to try and resolve problems, either directly or by putting
clients in touch with others who can. Their website www.adviceguide.org.uk is a useful source containing advice sheets etc for many
common problems. Roughly 10% of Craven CAB clients are in Bentham, which equates to around 150 / year.

Craven CAB has 40% clients over 50, 50% with dependant children, 16% with disabilities and 20% unemployed. Some 37% of
problems are debt related and 27% dealing with benefits. Their clients have £3M of debt, and Craven CAB assisted in obtaining an extra
£88K of benefits last year. Ms Atchison runs the Bentham drop in centre and is funded by the lottery rather than a volunteer. In the last
12 months this has increased continuity of care and increased the number of clients seen.

1. Apologies - DCIIr Camacho
2. Declarations of Interest

Cllr Adams declared an interest in item 6.1.7, planning application 08/2007/7296. Cllrs Barrington and Rushton also
declared an interest in item 8, Town Hall matters. These were recorded in the book. Council agreed that in the matter
of item 6.1.4, planning application 08/2007/7229, they should comment as an affected party being owners of the
adjacent property.

3. Confirmation of minutes

The minutes of the meetings on 5 March 2007 were proposed by Cllr Marshall, seconded by Clir Wills and agreed.

4. Police Report

PC Nagy had been detained and had contacted the Clerk with her apologies. She said there was little to report, except
that the change in staffing in Ingleton was now expected to occur in May.

5. CClIr & DClIr Reports

DClIr Hurtley announced that the Government was considering discontinuing discretionary rate relief, which will affect businesses
like Golf Clubs who will see a massive rise in their business rates payable. Craven is working to fight this and limit the effects.

6. Planning
6.1. Applications
6.1.1.  08/2007/7198 Retention of Externally Mounted Meter Boxes to Front (variation of condition 7 of approval
08/2005/5652) at 1-9 Wesley Way, High Bentham.

RESOLVED: That the Council have no objections to this application

6.1.2.  08/2007/7214 Extension to existing garage at Aragorn, Burton Road, Low Bentham.
RESOLVED: That the Council have no objections to this application

6.1.3.  08/2007/7228 Proposed double garage & workshop at Burton Meadow Barn, Burton Road, Low Bentham.
RESOLVED: That the Council have no objections to this application

6.1.4.  08/2007/7229 Proposed smoking shelter to rear of existing licensed premises at Black Bull Hotel, 13 Main
Street, Bentham.
The Council agreed to comment on this application as an interested party, being owners of the Town Hall.
They agreed that, in the face of new legislation, the shelter was a necessity. Their concern was with a
reduction in the access down the rear of the Black Bull. If cars continue to park in this area it will make
access for the Dray difficult, which will necessitate it parking on Station Road and thereby cause disruption
to the flow of traffic through Bentham. They also thought that provision should be made for the disposal of
litter and cigarette ends. It was decided that Council’s concerns should be expressed not only to the
planning department but also to Thwaites, asking for the area to be made strictly no parking.
RESOLVED: That the Council have no objections to this application in principle although
access needs to be maintained for the Dray to ensure smooth running of traffic on Station Road

6.1.5.  08/2007/7257 Proposed rear conservatory at 14 Greenfoot Lane, Low Bentham.
RESOL VED: That the Council have no objections to this application

6.1.6.  08/2007/7286 Proposed garage conversion to kitchen/living area at 16 Millers Ford, Low Bentham.
Council expressed concern about parking in the area if all houses did away with their garages. This is a new
development, with integral garages to keep parking off the street, will parking still be adequate if the garage
no longer exists. They felt that allowing this conversion would set a precedent for other properties and in
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future Millers Ford could end up with the problems of other streets in Bentham where the age of the
properties means that off street parking is not an option.
RESOLVED: That the Council’s concerns regarding this application be expressed to the
Planning Department

6.1.7.  08/2007/7296 Detached 2 storey dwelling at Dellview, Low Bentham Road, Low Bentham.
Clir Adams declared an interest and did not take part in the discussions. A letter of objection regarding this
application was read expressing concerns about the proposed access onto the B6480, potential structural
effects on their property, development of agricultural land and the orientation of the proposed building
which will overlook and be overlooked by surrounding properties. Council agreed that the access, on the
brow of the hill was a potential problem, as indeed they had commented with a previously withdrawn
application for this site. Whilst recognising that no one has a right to light or a view they also agreed that
the orientation of the property would mean that it would overlook adjacent properties to a greater extent.
RESOLVED: That the Council recommend this application for refusal on the grounds of poor
access, and request that if Planning is likely to grant approval a site meeting is held with the Planners
and NYCC Highways first.

Decisions
6.2.1.  08/2007/7038 Conversion of barn to live / work unit at New Butts Farm, High Bentham — REFUSED
6.2.2.  08/2007/7045 Deletion of condition 1 of approval 08/2004/4934 (& variation of part of condition 3 of approval
08/2002/2750) to permit vehicles to enter or leave site outside specified hours on a permanent basis at The Rollershed,
Butts Lane, High Bentham - GRANTED
6.2.3.  08/2007/7147 Change of use of ground floor to Dental Practice at Ashfield House, 66 Main Street, High
Bentham - GRANTED

Correspondence

6.3.1.  Meeting with Colin Walker
The notes of the meeting with Colin Walker, Director of Planning were approved and signed. ClIr
Hurtley said that the meeting had been very useful in terms of gaining a better understanding of the
planning process and the time constraints. He also felt that Mr Walker had gone away with greater
understanding of the Council’s frustration at the apparent lack consideration given to it’s comments in
the decision making process. He added that Burton in Lonsdale Parish had sent a letter to Mr Walker
expressing similar concerns, and that other parishes in the vicinity were considering the same. It was
agreed that another meeting would be useful in the summer as suggested by Mr Walker.

6.3.2.  Planning Procedures
The Clerk explained that, due to the 21 day consideration period, the current method of looking at plans
at each Council meeting meant that the Council’s comments arrived too late to be taken into account for
some applications. She suggested that a list of plans should be circulated to Councillors for comment as
they arrived, and a second Planning Meeting be pencilled in for the third Monday in each month. The
plans for this meeting will be advertised as usual, i.e. the Wednesday before, but if no objections have
been received and the Council’s opinion is to recommend for approval the meeting will not actually be
held. If necessary the meeting will be held with the Chairman, Vice Chairman and such ClIrs as can
make the meeting, for a decision to be made.
RESOLVED: That a second Planning Meeting be held on the third Monday in the month as
and when necessary to ensure that Council comments on planning applications arrive in time for
consideration.

6.3.3.  Local Development Framework — Allocations Document, Compendium Of Sites - received

6.3.4. 08/2007/7157  New dwelling adjacent to 4 Goodenber Rd, High Bentham - WITHDRAWN

7. Highway Matters

7.1.

7.2.

Meeting with Chris Craven
Cllrs Adams, Wills, Burton, Marshall and Hurtley and the clerk had met Mr Craven on 9 March and shown him
the outstanding Highways problems around the parish. A full response had been received regarding works to be
done, and with various further questions to assist in locating some defects. The clerk agreed to contact various
Cllrs for this information.

RESOLVED: That the clerk supply further information as requested.
CllIr Wills commented that the gullies on Linghaw needed cleaning out as the water on the B6480 could cause
serious problems. He also mentioned that the blocked drain on Burton Road is causing serious erosion under the
hedge and needs immediate attention. Following the work on Dumb Toms Lane, the gas pipe on the junction with
Tatterthorn Road has become re-exposed. Also there is a water leak near Ingrams on Tatterthorn Road which
United Utilities refuses to repair as it does not accept it is a leak.

RESOLVED: That NYCC Highways be informed about these problems.

Speed Matrix Sign
There is currently a health and safety issue with the sign, necessitating the presence of 3 fireman which has been
deemed unacceptable. Consequently the sign has been returned to the manufacturers for modification and should
be available shortly.
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7.3. Hillside ‘Stop-Up’ proposal
The proposal will remove the turning circle from the old garage site on Hillside Road, where planning permission
has been granted for new dwellings. Council asked whether residents had been informed, and agreed that a copy
of the letter, plus an explanatory note should be circulated to all to enable them to object. Council agreed that
removal of this turning circle and the number of vehicles parked on Hillside Road could make it very difficult for
those properties with no off street parking to turn round.
RESOLVED: That copies of the letter be circulated to Hillside Road residents.

8. Town Hall Matters

Clirs Barrington & Rushton declared an interest and left the room.

8.1. Fire Risk Assessment
Clir Marshall proposed that the FRA for the Town Hall be adopted. This was seconded by ClIr Stannard and
agreed.
RESOLVED: Thatthe FRA be adopted

8.2. Soundproofing Project
This had been completed by Steve Tyrer and his team ahead of schedule and the carpark had reopened on March
16, in time for the weekend. A letter of thanks had been sent expressing the Council’s gratitude for the speed with
which the job had progressed. Letters had also been sent to the Black Bull, Thwaites and Mr Cowgill thanking
them for their patience during the works, which had caused them inconvenience.

8.3. Maintenance & Marketing Meetings
RESOLVED: That the Maintenance and Marketing committees meet on Wednesday 4 April

9. Tourist Information

9.1. Report from the AGM
Clir Burton had attended the TI AGM with the Council’s proposal which had been unanimously agreed by the
volunteers, and the TIP became part of the Council on 1 April 2007. They had also voted Clir Marshall as
Chairman of the TIP.
Clir Marshall continued with the proposals made at the subsequent steering group meeting, consisting of Cllrs,
Trust representatives and volunteers. The minutes of that meeting were proposed by Clir Burton, seconded by Clir
Hurtley and agreed. The annual grant from Craven towards the running of the TIP had been agreed, along with a
further £1000 for the purchase of a computer, printer and technical support. This would allow the Trust to resume
ownership of their machine, and ensure that the volunteers had easy access to relevant websites. Discussions with
the Forest of Bowland had produced a further £500 to improve signage for the TIP, making it more obvious
within the Town. ClIr Marshall thanked the Trust for their management of the TIP over the last few years and
expressed a hope that they would continue to support the TIP during the transition period.
The Clerk reminded the Council that it was the TIP coffee morning on 7 April and asked for donations to the cake
stall and the raffle, and for volunteers to help run the event.

9.2. Committee with Delegated Powers.
The clerk explained that the TIP Committee was unlike other committees run by the Council as it was not
spending Council funds but it’s own money. Also the Council had promised that the TIP would not be swallowed
by the Council but remain an entity in it’s own right under the Council umbrella. To this end it was proposed that
the TIP Committee should be given delegated powers to make it’s own decisions without recourse to Council,
unless it wished to spend in excess of £750, or make fundamental changes to the way the TIP is run or managed.
The TIP Committee has 4 Council representatives, which means that as a Council body it is quorate. If one of
these Councillors is unable to attend then another Councillor must be co-opted for the session to ensure that
decisions taken are legal.
The Council agreed that this was a sensible way forward, with Cllr Stannard making the proposal, Cllr Wills
seconding it and all agreeing.
RESOLVED: Thatthe TIP Committee be granted delegated powers to make decisions without recourse
to full Council, unless it wishes to spend in excess of £750, or make fundamental changes to the way the
TIP is run or managed, as long as 4 Councillors are present when decisions are made.

10. Low Bentham Playing Field

10.1. Minutes of the meeting
These were proposed by CllIr Stannard, seconded by ClIr Barrington and agreed. Clir Barrington added that she
had got application forms for funding from the Small Lottery Fund and from Craven Community Chest, which
would be completed shortly. The clerk confirmed that the trees on the site are not covered by TPOs and therefore
permission is not required to prune them back. Funding from the calendar sales will allow for levelling and
fencing of the site, which should start shortly

10.2. Schedule of Inspection
Once again the Zurich inspection has commented that the play equipment is not to current standards, although not
dangerous. Council agreed that these reports left little option but to remove the equipment as soon as possible.
Clir Wills agreed to liase with Cllr Faichney to get this job done.
RESOLVED: That the play equipment be removed as soon as possible
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11. Meeting with Bess Martin

11.1. Garage Sites
The notes from the meeting were proposed by Clir Adams, seconded by Clir Wills and agreed. The clerk
confirmed that they had been forwarded to Ms Martin and Mr Dekker, along with the Council view that the sites
should be saved as some form of parking. A response is awaited

11.2. Legion Hut Land
Although a draft heads of terms for the lease of this land was received at the meeting on 6 March this had now
been superseded by a further letter from Mr Dekker offering the Council further land in the area on Grasmere
Drive. Council agreed that this would be more costly to maintain and that more investigation as to the exact
extent of the land in question was needed. Cllr Adams suggested that all Clirs should attempt to look at the area in
question and that the clerk should arrange a further meeting with Mr Dekker for further discussions. This was
seconded by CllIr Burton and agreed
RESOLVED: That a further meeting be arranged with Mr Dekker to discuss the extent of the other
land on offer.

12. Cleveland Square Lease
CllIr Marshall explained that the negotiations regarding the lease were still on going after a year, but that s decision
must be made by the end of the month. He explained that Craven wish to increase the rent by 62%, to £650 / year. A
meeting with the District Valuer on 26 March had resulted in the valuer taking a list of proposals for improvements to
the area in return for the increase. He had also been fully informed about the state of the market and how it struggles
to break even at current levels. Cllir Marshall added that an email that day had refused any improvements but reduced
the suggested rent to £500. ClIr Stannard asked what would happen to the Square if the Council did not rent it. This is
not known although it is assumed that it would continue as a car park, and Craven would need to pay the rates on this
area. The Council agreed that negotiations should continue to see if an improvement can be gained.
RESOLVED: That negotiations should continue regarding the lease to keep the rent low.

13. Calendar
The Calendar Committee had met on 29 March. The 2007 Calendar had been well received and 566 copies had been
sold raising £2890 after VAT had been paid. The committee proposed that the calendar be continued for 2008 along
the same lines, although made available earlier to catch then last of the tourists and the Bentham Show. A possible
charity to receive the proceeds needs to be decided, but it was agreed that this decision could be made at a later date.
To this end Cllr Hurtley proposed that the calendar committee should continue to produce a calendar for 2008. This
was seconded by Cllr Marshall and agreed
RESOLVED: That the Bentham & Beyond Calendar be produced for 2008

14. Accounts for payment
The accounts were proposed by ClIr Marshall and seconded by ClIr Heigh

Playing Fields Association 500.00 J Burton 993.05
Victoria Institute 300.00 R Green 430.46
Goodenber Play Area 250.00 C Louth 76.44
Bentham Youth Café 250.00 M Green 60.00
Helen Howard Dance School 200.00 HM Revenue & Customs 91.71
Bentham Traders 200.00 HB Plumbing & Heating Ltd 27.03
High Bentham Playgroup 150.00 Mopps 339.00
High Bentham WI 100.00 Grasscare 475.05
Bentham Theatre Group 100.00 Yorkshire Water 17.07
LASRUG 100.00 Powergen 392.03
Springfield Bowling Club 50.00 Hygiene Cleaning Supplies 66.33
British Gas 1112.36 Stannah Lift Services 129.71
Craven District Council 91.44 Cannon 14.21

15. Correspondence

15.1. Tatham Fells W1 Great Milk Debate
The Great Milk Debate will be held in the Town Hall on 26 April, and the WI asked if a Councillor could attend
to welcome people to the meeting. The Chairman agreed that he would attend.
RESOLVED: That Clir Hurtley will attend

15.2. Memorial Safety
This DCA circular was received and Council agreed that the Cemetery Committee should meet to discuss it.
RESOLVED: That the Cemetery Committee should discuss this circular

16. Reports from other bodies
Cllr Adams had helped out at the well-attended Goodenber Play Area working party and a lot of work had been done
He had also attended the Area Forum with several other ClIrs, which had been interesting but there was nothing to
report.
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Cllr Marshall had chaired the second FOB Steering Group meeting which had been very positive. An A2 leaflet which
folds to 1/3 A4 is being designed. This will promote Bentham as a Gateway Town and the heritage trails. It will also
include adverts for local businesses and accommaodation providers plus other FOB attractions. This will be funded by
FOB and the advertising revenue raised. Various options are being considered for the Station Road car park and an
action plan for the steering group, with short and long term goals is being formulated. A report should appear in the
May Bentham News.

Cllr Heigh had attended a Playing Fields Association meeting. A successful bid to the Craven Community Chest had
raised half the money required for the fencing. Teamtheme would be running a football school for youngsters in
Easter week.

ClIr Barrington said that the BEST meeting had looked at ways to influence the environmental effects of the new
school. They were also to show the film *An Inconvenient Truth’ on 11 May.

17. Items For Information
17.1. Notice of District Elections, 3 May 07.
17.2. All About Parish & Town Councils — Electoral Commission Booklet
17.3. Consultation of First Draft of Revised Craven Sustainable Community Strategy 2007-2013.
17.4. Regions For Economic Change — EU Policy Booklet, January 07.
17.5. Inforegio News, January 07
17.6. Inforegio News, February 07.
17.7. Country Air, Spring 2007.
17.8. Dales Heritage issue 6.
17.9. Craven Events, March-June 07.

18. AOB - minor items only

The clerk had received a request from Burton Young Farmers to hire the Town Hall in May. Council agreed that this
would be possible as long as all license conditions were met. This should be discussed at the TH Marketing meeting
The clerk had also been asked by Bentham Traders if a market could be held in Cleveland Square on 16 June to
coincide with the FOB special fortnight. Council agreed that, assuming the Square was still Council property at that
date, and the insurance requirements were met, this was acceptable.

A letter from Craven had been received after the agenda had been published looking for a Parish Representative for
the Standards Committee. Nominations need to be in by 1 May, so this could not be left for the next meeting. It was
agreed that any interested Cllrs should contact the clerk direct.

A letter regarding the safety of the drainage ditch on Wesley Close had also been received from Miss Towler. Rather
than leaving this for the next agenda it was agreed that a copy should be sent to Environmental Health, to reinforce the
comments Council has already made on this issue.

Cllr Heigh asked for Quality Council status to be put on the May agenda

Cllr Barrington has received several requests for information regarding the Bentham precept. This was fully explained
in the press release after the precept meeting, and in the Precept meeting minutes.

ClIr Hurtley then asked members of the press and public to leave whilst the staff salary review was conducted

RESOLVED: that in view of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted, it is advisable in
the public interest that the public and press be temporarily excluded and they are instructed to withdraw.

There being no further business the meeting was closed at 9.45pm
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